June 13, 2006

Town Board Minutes

A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on Tuesday, June 13, 2006 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI



Supervisor



JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilmember



FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilmember

Absent:
ANN LINDAU



Councilmember



JOHN SLOAN



Councilmember

Also present:
JO-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO



Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO


DOTS, Director



ROSEMARIE BOYLE/LASHER

DOTS, Asst. to Dir.



KATHLEEN BURLESON


DES, Director


JEFF TKACS



DES, Safety & Sec. Coor.



CLAUDIA VAHEY



Human Res. Dir.



CATHERINE MASTRACCHIO

Dep. Town Clerk

* * * * * * * * * *     

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.
* * * * * * * * * *
PLEDGE to the FLAG

Girls Scouts from Troop 2346 in Kings Ferry, led by Cindy Neff and Cathy Nessler led in a Pledge to the Flag.  They were joined by members of the 2nd and 5th New York Regiments of the Brigade of the American Revolution, who appeared in period dress complete with bayonets and accompanied by fife music.
* * * * * * * * * * 

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS and REPORTS on ISSUES
Al Morrison, Town Historian, discussed the events which will be held for several days in August when the area celebrates the two hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary of Revolutionary War troops Crossing the Hudson in Verplanck led by the Brigade of the American Revolution.
Many events are planned for August 25th, 26th and 27th including church services at the Overlook in Verplanck, a boat exhibit in the Hudson, a ladies’ tea at the Overlook, Steamboat Dock and a tactile weapons display.  Fireworks will also be held.

Some participating troops will begin marching from Rhode Island, traversing Connecticut, through New York and ending up in Yorktown, Virginia, a total of six hundred and twenty-nine miles.

Colonel Jim Johnson from the Fifth Regiment said The Hudson River Valley National Heritage is pleased to be sponsoring this celebration in conjunction with the Town of Cortlandt.  They have a mission to help to interpret and preserve the important sites in the rich history of the Hudson River Valley.  He gave the list of events celebrating milestones in our history the association has celebrated over the past several years.
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)
He expressed his pleasure that the Town Board has seen fit to support the work the association is doing with the Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary route.  They are hoping this route will be made a National Historic Trail and asked for the Town’s support in this regard.
Supervisor Puglisi said Councilmember Joe Cerreto wears many hats.  He is a member of the Second New York Regiment of the Brigade of the American Revolution, a Lt. Colonel in the Army Reserves and he will now be introducing the Girl Scouts of the Kings Ferry Girl Scouts.

Councilman Cerreto then introduced Ashley Neff, Emily Jasinski and Kristen Nessler, three scouts who have obtained the “Gold Star,” the highest rank a Girl Scout can obtain.  Their Troop Leader, Cynthia Neff, explained the requirements for achieving this status.  The girls then explained their projects which required fifty hours of volunteer work to achieve their goals.
Supervisor Puglisi said it has been a busy month for Town Board members, attending many events in the community.  The Town has received yet another award for the Town of Cortlandt providing affordable housing to our community.  Cortlandt is the first community in Westchester County to meet their affordable housing quota that was given to us over a decade ago.

The Danish Home held a Constitution Day, celebrating their 100th year of operation.  The Ambassador from Denmark to the United States was in attendance.

The first Cortlandt Family Fun Day event will be held on September 9th at the Cortlandt Train Station.  It is coordinated by the Town’s Recreation Division.  Rain date will be September 10th.

A Coffee Break for the Hudson Valley Hospital Auxiliary was held last week in the Cortlandt Town Hall under chairmanship of Karen Grexa of the Supervisor’s Office and it raised a few hundred dollars for the activities the Auxiliary performs for the community.  

Brittany, an intern in the Supervisor’s office, is working on a Blood Drive that will be held on June 15th during business hours in the Town Hall.

Sunday is Father’s Day and the Supervisor urged everyone to do something with their families and enjoy each other.

* * * * * * * * * * 

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all board members indicated their presence with the exception of Councilmembers Lindau and Sloan who were absent.
* * * * * * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Joseph Cerreto discussed the recent news about veteran’s records that are missing.  He suggested that people check their records faithfully and make sure that everything is accurate. 
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)
He said if anyone receives a phone call at home from someone purportedly representing any federal investigative agency and they are asked for their Social Security number, they should never give that information out over the telephone.  A federal or state agency would never ask for that information.
* * 

Councilmember Frank Farrell said all of the rains over the last couple of weeks have given our DES a lot of work.  Many trees have fallen over and guide rails are being installed and/or repaired.

Councilmember Farrell participated in the Tri-Village Memorial Day Parade in Buchanan and expressed his thanks to Mayor Dan O’Neal and Buchanan Fire Department Chief Jerry Andrews for posting a really well attended and respected Memorial Day observance.  The Memorial Day event at Mongero Memorial Park was well attended and there were good speakers.  Since the park gets a lot of traffic noise, it has been considered that the service may be held in the Town Hall courtyard in the future.

The Battle of the Bands was hosted by the DES ParksYouth Division.  Colleen Anderson and Becky Bell supervised and provided a terrific evening for high school students and others at the Muriel H. Morabito Community Center.  He plans on talking to the Town Board about holding more of this type of event since it was such a good evening.

The re-enactment in Verplanck will be well worthwhile to attend.  Our area played a large part in the history of the American Revolution.
* * * * * * * * * *

APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the minutes of the regular meeting of May 16, 2006 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * * 

PUBLIC HEARING

Public Hearing to consider declaring 250 Lafayette Avenue a dangerous building.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 8:07 p.m.
Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

T. Wood, Esq., said on this particular property there had been a fire on the site and the building is in a decayed state with debris lying around.  Repeated efforts to get the owner to clean the property up have failed so, under provisions of the Dangerous Building Law of the Town of Cortlandt, notice has been sent to the property owner and the mortgage holder of the property, giving them the opportunity to be heard tonight.
The Town Engineer has filed a certification that in his professional judgment, the building is dangerous.  Unless there is public opinion to the contrary, if the Town Board adopts the resolution this evening, it would authorize the Town to go in and clean up the property and bill the cost back to the same property so that it would be collected in the next tax payment.
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PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)
Supervisor Puglisi said the Board would be adjourning this Public Hearing until the July 18th meeting to give the property owner more time.
T. Wood said the mortgage holder has advised that they may very well step in and take care of the situation.

There were no further speakers and the Public Hearing was adjourned to July 18, 2006 on motion of Councilmember Cerreto, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.  All voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * *

HEARING of CITIZENS, (agenda items only.)

Supervisor Puglisi said since there are only a few people in the audience, she will extend the courtesy to anyone desiring to be heard on any subject, rather than agenda items only which is the usual action.
Speaker:  Fred Beck, 137 Highland Drive.
Subject:   Algae on Spy Pond.

* *   

Speaker:  Dr. H. Pacia

Subject:   Spy Pond.

* * 
Speaker:  Caitlin Crawford

Subject:   Speed and trash on Seasonal highway.

* * 

Speaker:  Caitlin’s mother.

Subject:   Garbage at Blue Mountain Reservation.
* * * * * * * * * *   

BID REPORTS

None.
* * * * * * * * * * 

REPORTS

Councilmember Cerreto moved to file the following monthly reports, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

May, 2006  -  Purchasing, DES/Office for the Aging, Town Clerk.
There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * * 
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OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

Report from the Concept Committee with respect to the proposed Cortlandt Manor Sports Center.  Refer, also, to DOTS and the Legal Department.

* *  

Memo from the Town Assessor with respect to property located on Flanders Lane.

* *  

Letter of thanks from Lisa Rodrigues to the Supervisor and Town Board members with respect to a feasible local evacuation plan.

* *  

Progress report from the Supervisor with respect to the Cortlandt Emergency Plan, (CEP).

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said the Town has retained a consultant to assist with local evacuation plan efforts for any emergency.  Meetings have been held with stake holders, (schools, fire departments, police departments, hospital) and now the consultant is meeting with these entities one on one.  This will be coordinated into one document with several suggestions to improve on evacuation issues in Cortlandt.
* *  

Report from the Traffic Safety Committee on the following:

Croton Park Avenue, (J. Bischoff)

Granite Road @Buttonwood Road.  (P. Guarino)

Quaker Bridge Road.  (M. Smolin)

Cardinal Road.  (S. Roha)

Oregon Road Roundabout.

Croton Avenue @Route 202.

* *

Resolution from the Westchester County Board of Legislators in support of transferring waterfront property at the Montrose VA site to New York State and the main road to the Town.
* *  

Letter from the Hudson River Valley Greenway in support of  Environmental Protection Fund grant applications by the Town for funds to purchase riverfront property owned by Con Edison and restoration work at the Van Cortlandtville Cemetery.

* *  
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OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)
Annual report and Municipal Compliance Certification for year 3 with respect to Stormwater Phase II.

* *  

Letter from Brian and Suzanne Grady regarding the footbridge issue at Lakeview Avenue and refer to the Legal Department.

* *   

Letter from Mr. and Mrs. Rohan with respect to Cardinal Road.  Refer, also, to DES.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *  

NEW BUSINES

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed and referred to appropriate departments for further investigation:

Recommendation from the Planning Board with respect to the 

Furnace Dock subdivision.  Refer, also to the Legal Department and DOTS.  Also, a letter from Catherine Marsh.
* *  

Letter from David Steinmetz, Esq. representing Westrock Development with respect to the formation of a Concept Committee.

* * 

Petition with respect to the proposed formation of the Rustic Meadow Drainage District.  Refer, also, to DOTS.

* * 

Westchester County Signal Re-Timing Report with respect to the Town of Cortlandt.  Refer, also, to DOTS and DES for evaluation.

* *   

Letter from Kenneth Chiocchi with respect to issues on Millington Road.  Refer, also, to DES, DOTS and the Westchester, New York State and Department of Environmental Protection police agencies.

* *   

Refer a proposal to establish weight restrictions on Sprout Brook Road to DES, DOTS, the Legal Department and Traffic Safety Committee.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said she feels strongly that weight restrictions are necessary on Sprout Brook Road.  It’s a narrow country road that requires limitations of truck and commercial traffic.  An exception would be made for home deliveries and Town vehicles.
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NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)
There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * * 

RESOLUTIONS

(All long form resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found affixed to the original copy of this document.)
Councilmembers Farrell and Cerreto moved to adopt the following:

RESOLUTION NO. 223-06 – RE:  Appoint Kenneth Hoch to the title “Assistant to the Director of DOTS/Code Enforcement” in accordance with Civil Service procedure.

* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 224-06 – RE:  Appoint additional seasonals for the Department of Environmental Services.
* * 

RESOLUTION NO.225-06 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute the annual ambulance agreements with the Village of Croton and the City of Peekskill.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 226-06 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute a Pilot Agreement with the Westchester Industrial Development Agency and the LaFarge North America, Inc.

* * 

RESOLUTION NO. 227-06 – RE:   Authorize the payment of annual dues for the Historic Rivertown organization.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO.228 -06 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute an amendment to recorded easements reflecting modifications to an easement.  Authorize an agreement with respect to sanitation pick-up locations with regard to Jacob’t Hill.

* * 

RESOLUTION NO. 229-06 – RE:  Establish a Town of Cortlandt Quadricentennial Committee with respect to New York State Hudson River/Lake Champlain festivities.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi invited anyone in the community who wished to join her on this committee celebrating the four hundredth anniversary of the Henry Hudson and Lake Champlain festivities in the year 2009.  The Supervisor has already attended several meetings State and County wide and said it is now time for us to form our own committee to begin discussing events that Cortlandt will host.
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* *   
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

Councilmember Farrell moved for adoption of the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:
RESOLUTION NO. 230-06 – RE:  Authorize a Fireworks Permit for July 16, 2006 (Rain date of July 17, 2006) in conjunction with the Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Feast.

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 231-06 – RE:  Authorize closing of certain streets in Verplanck for the Our Lady of Mt. Carmel celebration from July 13, 2006 through July 16, 2006.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 232-06 – RE:  Authorize DOTS/Planning Division to apply to the NYS DOT for a transportation enhancement grant for landscaping and site amenities for the proposed Route 6/Cortlandt Boulevard project.

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 233-06 and

RESOLUTION NO. 234-06 – RE:  Authorize DOTS/Planning Division to apply to NYS DEC for a dam safety grant to repair the Cortlandt Lake Dam and Westchester Lake Dam.  Forward to the other municipalities involved with Cortlandt Lake.

* * 

RESOLUTION NO. 235-06 – RE:  Receive and file the 2006 paving list.  Authorize bids for same.

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 236-06 – RE: Authorize DOTS to perform survey services and additional drainage work with respect to Westchester Avenue contingent on certain approvals and conditions.

* * 

RESOLUTION NO. 237-06 – RE:  Authorize the purchase of a scoreboard for the Youth Little League Field at Sprout Brook Park.  Request grant funds for same.

Discussion:  Councilmember Cerreto said he had contacted Senator Liebell’s office in an attempt to secure State funds for this scoreboard, as we had received in the past.
Supervisor Puglisi commented that the Senator is a “great friend” to the Town of Cortlandt.
* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 238-06 – RE;  Modify a grant application with respect to the Northern Westchester Watershed committee.
* * 
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
RESOLUTION NO. 239-06 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to seek bids for a roof project at the Nor-West building.

* * 

REMOVE from agenda - Schedule a Public Hearing for August 15 2006 to consider bonding $350,000 for upgrades to the Steven’s Lane Pump Station and allocate the cost to various special districts.

* * 

RESOLUTION NO. 240-06 and

RESOLUTION NO. 241-06 – RE:  Schedule a Special Town Board Meeting for June 19, 2006 to consider an agreement with the Westchester County Police and any other lawful purpose.  Schedule a Special Town Board Meeting for July 10, 2006 with respect to authorization to seek bids for the proposed Broadway Streetscape and any other lawful purpose.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions adopted, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

Correspondence:

Proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance with respect to a Special Permit for day care centers.
* *   

Letter/petition from residents of Meadow Road with respect to speeding.  Refer to DES, DOTS and the Traffic Safety Committee.

* * * * *  

Resolutions:

RESOLUTION NO. 242-06 – RE:  Release security in the amount of Two Thousand ($2,000.00) Dollars with respect to Geis Automall.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 243-06 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for July 18, 2006 to consider amending a Special Permit with respect to Springvale Apartments.

* * 

RESOLUTION NO. 244-06 – RE:  Declare Galileo America LLC in default of the Escrow Agreement with respect to the Town Center.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * * 
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BUDGET TRANSFERS

None.
* * * * * * * * * * 


REPORTS from VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

Supervisor Puglisi reminded residents of all the Town facilities available to Cortlandt residents over the July 4th weekend.  The Town pool and Town lake will be open and she wished everyone a safe holiday.
* * * * * * * * * *


HEARING of CITIZENS, (second)

None.
* * * * * * * * * *

IN MEMORY OF  -  Gerald Malatino
Gerry served on our Planning Board for many, many years and did a terrific job in that capacity.  For a period of time he was Chairperson of that board.

Supervisor Puglisi conveyed the Town’s condolences to his wife, Judy, and his family.  She gave thanks for all of his community service in many organizations throughout his lifetime.  He will be truly missed.

Supervisor Puglisi asked that everyone stand for a moment of silence in memory of Gerald Malatino.
ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Cerreto moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:35 p.m., seconded by Councilmember Farrell.  All voted AYE.







Respectfully submitted,








JO-ANN DYCKMAN,








Town Clerk
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